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Tū mai tōku maunga ko Pōkākā 
E rere atu nei te awa o Wairoa 

Riporipo tau ana ki te awa o ngā Rangatira 
Tiro kau atu ki te pā o Kororipo 

Raro nei i te mana o ngā tupuna 
Ko Hongi, ko Rewa, ko Tāreha 
Te marae ko Te Pou o Manakō 

Te kura ko Te Kerikeri 
Tīhewa mauri ora 

 
Standing majestically is my mountain Pōkākā 
Where the stream of Te Wairoa flows down 

Entering into the river of chiefs 
Swirling at the base of Kororipo Pā 
The ancestral fortress of Ngāpuhi 

Immortalised by Hongi, Rewa and Tāreha 
Our marae is Te Pou o Manakō 

Embraced by the school of Te Kerikeri 
Behold, the essential life force 

 

 
 

Year 9 Camp 

Marsden Point Christian Camp 
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Principal’s Message 

Kia ora koutou  

As we reach the end of a busy and shorter-than-usual Term 1, it is timely to reflect on 
what has been a fast‑paced, positive and productive start to the year. We have certainly 
packed a lot in. 
 
This term we welcomed and inducted over 370 new students to Kerikeri High School, 
including 214 Year 7s, 42 new Year 9s, and 64 new international students. 
 
Our Prefect application, selection and training process was completed, and we were 
pleased to introduce our Prefects and Head Students to the school community. 
 
We once again ran our popular and highly successful Peer Support Programme for Year 
7 students, culminating in Peer Support Camps on Urupukapuka Island. In addition, we 
held our inaugural Year 9 Camps at Marsden Point Christian Camp, which were a great 
success and thoroughly enjoyed by students. A sincere thank you to the parent helpers 
who supported both camps. 
 
Summer sport has been a highlight, with strong participation across codes. We were 
delighted with the increased engagement in our revamped School Swimming Sports, 
and significant success at the Northland Secondary Schools Athletics Championships. 
We had teams representing us during the Secondary Schools Summer Tournament 
Week 23rd – 27th March and we had outstanding performances at the National 
Secondary Schools Waka Ama Championship and the National Secondary School 
Volleyball Championship. As the summer season concludes, our Sports Department has 
been busy preparing for winter, with football and netball trials now completed. 
 
Te Pou o Manakō represented Kerikeri High School with distinction at the Tai Tokerau 
Festival held at Kaitāia College this week. With 60 students on stage, the roopū 
delivered a stunning bracket full of energy, presence and pride, and set themselves 
apart. He mihi nui tēnei ki ngā pouako, thank you to our strong team of teachers and 
tutors who tirelessly support our rangatahi. 
 
We were privileged to support Ngāti Rēhia when they unveiled the Pou Uepoto Te 
Herenga on Kororipo Pā, Friday 27 March. It was a special moment for all that were able 
to attend. 
 
Strong numbers of our students have been actively engaged; with our environmental 
and sustainability group SAVE, with Debating, as Student Librarians, and as Kiwi 
Buddies for our International students.  Our Student WAKA Team is busy planning for 
our school Anzac Day Commemoration in Term 2. 
 
Most importantly, learning continues every hour of every day. Strong relationships sit at 
the heart of learning, and we appreciated the large number of parents who attended our 
recent Whānau Feedback Evening. Unfortunately, the significant weather event last 
week meant the first evening was postponed. We look forward to welcoming those 
families on Thursday 23 April. 
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I would like to commend our teachers for their continued dedication and professionalism. 
Teaching is a fast‑paced and demanding profession, particularly when supporting and 
educating adolescents, and we are fortunate to have such a high‑quality staff. 
 
The education sector is currently experiencing significant, system‑wide change, with 
curriculum and qualification systems both undergoing generational and rapid reform. 
While there is some uncertainty as changes evolve, please be assured that we remain 
fully committed to doing the very best for your children and will stay informed and 
responsive to new requirements. 
 
As we head into the holidays, I hope students and staff enjoy a well‑earned break, with 
time to rest, recharge and spend quality time with whānau. For those travelling, I wish 
you safe journeys. 
 
We look forward to welcoming everyone back, refreshed and ready for Term 2. 
 
Mauri ora 
 

 

 

 

Mike Clent 
Principal 
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Student Achievements 
Congratulations to Year 12 student and Kerikeri 
Cadet Unit member Jayde Wakefield on her 
selection to attend ANZUK 2026 this coming July. 
Jayde was chosen as one of only ten cadets 
nationwide, making this an outstanding 
achievement. 
 
ANZUK is an international cadet exchange 
programme, and as part of this experience Jayde 
will travel to the United Kingdom, France and 
Belgium to take part in commemorations of the 
Battle of the Somme. This is an incredible 
opportunity for Jayde to represent the Kerikeri 
Cadet Unit, our local community, and New Zealand 
on the international stage. 
 
The selection process was highly competitive and 
rigorous. Jayde completed a substantial 
application, gained formal support from her local 
Cadet Unit Commander, undertook an interview 
with a senior officer and then competed against 
Army Cadet applicants from across the country. 
Her success reflects her dedication, potential, and 
commitment to service. 
 

Congratulations to our kaihoe (paddlers) who 
competed at the 2026 Waka Ama Secondary 
School Nationals held 23–27 March, in Rotorua.  
Maddison Hayward (Year 8), Ella Hayward (Year 
11) and Ava Rakena (Year 9) all represented our 
kura in the J16 W1 250m sprint individual event. 
 
All three athletes paddled exceptionally well, 
progressing through to the Te Tākere Semi Final. 
Ava placed 2nd, Ella placed 4th and Maddison 
placed 10th. Ava and Ella went on to compete in 
the Te Tākere Final, where Ava placed 3rd and Ella 
finished 6th. 

 

Congratulations to the 20 Kerikeri High School 
students who represented our kura at the NSSSA 
Athletics Championships. 
Junior 
Rasmus Birt (Year 9) 1st 1500m, 2nd 800m 
Xanthe Jones (Year 9) 2nd High Jump  
Indie Lee (Year 9) 1st 100m, 1st 200m  
Tyler Smith Botin (Year 9) 2nd 200m, 2nd Long 
Jump   
Aura-Jean Tahere (Year 9) 3rd Shot Put  
 
Intermediate   
Phoebe Atkinson (Year 10) 3rd Javelin  
Sam Jahnke (Year 10) 2nd 400m  
 
Harry Brown (Year 11) 2nd Long Jump   
Arno Kirsten (Year 11) 1st 1500m  
Amalfi Robinson (Year 11) 3rd 800m, 3rd 3000m  
Ava Shaw (Year 11) 1st Long Jump   
 
Senior 
Charlie Birt (Year 12) 1st 800m, 2nd 1500m  
Iolanthe Byworth (Year 12) 2nd Triple Jump  
Liam Frost (Year 12) 1st 100m, 1st 200m, 
2nd Long Jump  
Kate Graham (Year 12) 1st 1500m, 2nd 3000m  
Justin Peterson (Year 12) 1st Javelin, 1st Shot 
Put, 1st Discus 
 
Dillan Blithe-Drake (Year 13) 3rd 1500m, 
3rd Javelin  
Kaia Derbyshire (Year 13) 1st Triple Jump, 
2nd Discus, 2nd Javelin, 3rd Shot Put 
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Congratulations to the Kerikeri High School 
students who competed in the Northland 
Secondary Schools Paddleboarding competition. 
The following students received podium placings 
and Kerikeri High School was the Overall Winner. 
 
Year 7/8 Girls 
2nd Lauren Phillips (Year 8) 
3rd Elsie Powrie (Year 8) 
 
Year 7/8 Boys 
1st Cooper Davies (Year 8) 
2nd Arlo Jones (Year 8) 
3rd Ted Keen (Year 8) 
 
Year 9/10 Girls 
1st Kiki Shimozono-Reid (Year 9) 
3rd Chloe Wright (Year 10) 
 
Year 11-13 Girls 
1st Casiah Hereora (Year 12) 
2nd Amalfi Robinson (Year 11) 
3rd Olivia du Plooy (Year 12) 
 
Year 11-13 Boys 
1st Nicholas Louw (Year 12) 
2nd Mitchell Petherick (Year 11) 
 

 

Congratulations to the Senior Girls Volleyball Team 
that recently competed at the NISS Satellite 
Tournament held in Auckland. The team placed 
15th out of 32. 

Sporting Roundup 
Congratulations to Joshua Boyd and Devon 
Crawford (both Year 13) who represented New 
Zealand at the Freshwater Spearfishing World 
Champs held at Lake Taupō.  They placed 5th in 
the Junior Division, and the New Zealand Team 
won Top Country. 

 
 
Congratulations to Ben Collins (Year 12) and Vritti 
Patel (Year 9) who represented Northland in the 
Junior Quadrangular Squash Tournament in 
Whakatane earlier this month. 
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Congratulations to Levi Wood (Year 8) who has 
been identified as an elite hockey player and was 
#1 draft pick for the Kerikeri In-line Hockey League. 
 
 
Congratulations to Layla Bell (Year 11) who 
travelled to Dunedin to compete in the 2026 
National Division II Swimming Championships. 
Layla placed 1st in 200m Breaststroke and 200m 
Freestyle, 3rd in 100m Individual Medley and top 
10 placings in other events. 
 
 
Congratulations to Layla Bell (Year 11), Olivia 
Berndt (Year 7) and Sammie Papesch (Year 10) 
who competed in the Beach to Bay Ocean Swim 
event in Russell. Layla won the 3.3km 14/15-year 
event and placed 2nd overall in the non-wetsuit 
category. Olivia placed 2nd in the 1km 10/11-year 
event, Sammie placed 4th in the 3.3km 14/15-year 
event. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

New Look FACTS Homepage 
 
Caregivers and families will see 
a new Homepage experience 
when logging in to the FACTS 
portal. 
 

Login and check out your child’s 
attendance, their subjects, reports, 
and Cornerstones, and pay any 
accounts. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact 
FACTS@kerikerihighschool.ac.nz    

Reminder about Lockdown 
Procedures 
In extremely rare circumstances, schools are faced 
with lockdown situations.  Our lockdown processes 
are carefully designed to keep students and staff 
safe during situations where there may be a risk on 
or near the school site. 
  
During a lockdown it is very important that parents 
and caregivers do not come to the school, as 
additional movement and people on and around the 
school  can unintentionally increase risk and make 
it harder for emergency services and school staff to 
manage the situation safely. 
 
We understand how distressing these moments 
can be for everyone, however it is often difficult for 
schools to share detailed information in real time 
while staff are focused on supervision, safety, and 
following Police or Ministry guidance. Reassurance 
and accurate updates are always shared as soon 
as it is safe and appropriate to do so. Our School 
App is an important communication tool in these 
situations - if you have not done so, we encourage 
you to download the School Apps NZ from your 
app store and select Kerikeri High School. 
 
Lockdown events are extremely rare, and our 
procedures are thorough, practised, and designed 
with student and staff wellbeing at the centre. For 
parents’ awareness, lockdown drills themselves are 
discouraged, and we instead focus on staff 
preparedness and calm, age-appropriate 
communication. 

  

mailto:FACTS@kerikerihighschool.ac.nz
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Student Council Work Day 2026 
Our 2026 Student Council Work Day is being held 
in Term 2, Week 3, Friday 8 May. 
 
We ask that you please support this important 
event in our school calendar by encouraging your 
child or children to find suitable work for Friday 8 
May. 

Kerikeri High School Senior Ball 
Planning is already underway and we are looking 
forward to our Kerikeri High School Senior Ball on 
Saturday 25 July.  

Tickets will go on sale ($70) from Reception during 
Weeks 3, 4 and 5 of Term 2.  

Year 11, 12 and 13 students are reminded that 
there is an 80% attendance requirement to 
purchase a ticket and attend the ball. If you have 
any questions or concerns about that, please see 
your Year Level Dean. 

AIMS Games  
We are looking for expressions of interest for 
coaches for our AIMS Netball, Football and Rugby 
7’s teams. 
 
We are also looking for expressions of interest from 
any Year 7 and 8 Kerikeri High School students 
who wish to be considered for entry in individual 
codes for AIMS e.g. Squash, Cross Country, 
Mountain Biking, Gymnastics, Golf.  
 
Please send expressions of interest to our Sports 
Department BSimpson@kerikerihigh.ac.nz 

Schools Onsite Teacher 
Education Programme 
Kerikeri High School has partnered with AUT’s 
School of Education – Te Kura Mātauranga in 
launching School Onsite teacher education in 2026 
with the Graduate Diploma in Secondary Teaching. 
If you are interested in working alongside our high 
calibre staff while training to be a Secondary 
Teacher, there is a mid-year intake for 2026-2027.  
AUT is an approved provider of School Onsite 
Training, which provides funding for places in 
school-based initial teacher education 

programmes. It gives student teachers the 
opportunity to gain practical teaching experience in 
a host school, while studying towards their teaching 
qualification. Successful applicants (must be New 
Zealand Permanent Residents or Citizens) for this 
programme will be eligible for a $19,930 bursary. 
 
We are especially interested in applicants for 
Mathematics, Science, Technology, Hospitality, PE, 
Te Reo Māori and Te Ao Haka; applications in 
other subject areas are most welcome. 
 
Further information can be found here. 

Student Art 

Congratulations to the following Year 12 students 
Paige Ashby, Jordana Glentworth, Fleur Heath, 
Braden McKay, and Jess Michalick, whose 
artworks are part of the annual 100 x 100 Exhibition 
at the Turner Centre.  
 
The exhibition runs throughout April, opening on 
Thursday 2 April, 5–7pm, with an additional 
weekend opening on Monday 6 April, 2–6pm. 

 
Fleur Heath                           Jordana Glentworth 
 

Next Board of Trustees Meeting 
Our next Board of Trustees meeting will be at 
5.30pm on Wednesday 13 May 2026, in the 
Boardroom. 

 

 

mailto:BSimpson@kerikerihigh.ac.nz
https://www.aut.ac.nz/study/study-options/education/schools-onsite-teacher-education-programme


 

PO Box 92, Kerikeri 0245  |  Telephone +64 9 407 8916  |  enquiries@kerikerihigh.ac.nz  |  www.kerikerihigh.ac.nz  8 

Kerikeri High School Newsletter  |  Thursday 2 April 2026  |  Term 1 Number 4 

International Student Host 
Families 
Thank you to all our existing host families.  
If you are interested in becoming a host family and 
join our fun and caring host family community, 
please contact us. 
 
International Students are happy to share their 
culture with your family. Lifelong friendships are 
made with students and their families from all over 
the world. International students that are attracted 
to Kerikeri are like us; active, busy and enjoy an 
outdoor lifestyle.  
 
Remuneration is provided and all applicants are 
Police vetted.  
 
If you would like to receive more information, 
please contact our - International Department on 
09 407 0163 or email  
accommodation@kerikerihigh.ac.nz 
 
Please view our International Department 
promotional videos on our School website. 

Upcoming Dates  
Term 1 Ends – 2 April 
Term 2 Starts – 20 April 
Whānau Feedback Evening – 23 April 
Anzac Day Observed – 27 April 
Work Day/ Teacher Only Day – 8 May 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:accommodation@kerikerihigh.ac.nz
https://www.kerikerihigh.ac.nz/international/gallery
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Meet the Head Students 
 

Molly Para Head Girl 
 
What can you tell us about your journey through Kerikeri High School?  
I began my journey at Kerikeri High School in 2022 as a Year 9. Coming from a small, 
rural school with around 100 students I was immediately overwhelmed by both the 
abundance of opportunities available to me and the sheer size of our kura. However, 
those feelings quickly subsided as I found my place within our school and embraced all 
aspects of the Four Cornerstones. From this I have achieved personal growth, 
meaningful experiences, new connections, and most importantly, the ability to step out 
of my comfort zone. This gave me a sense of confidence that would greatly benefit me 
throughout my time at Kerikeri High School. 

 
What do you enjoy most about your school, and what has been a particular highlight for you?  
For me, one of the best things about school is the endless support from my dedicated teachers. I believe that 
without the ongoing awhi from my teachers, I would not have achieved everything I have thus far. This 
unwavering commitment from all of my kaiako has pushed me to succeed at a high level, with my proudest 
moment to date being chosen by both my peers and teachers as Head Girl. Without a doubt, being appointed 
Head Girl for 2026 has been a definitive highlight of my school journey. 
 
What does great student leadership look like to you and what have you learnt about yourself?  
To me, great leadership is about the impact you have on others, not just the position you hold. It’s the ability to 
uplift others, create a positive culture, and make decisions that put the group before yourself. It looks like 
consistency, empathy, and the courage to step forward when it matters, but also the humility to step back and 
let others shine. Leadership takes many shapes, and at this school there are countless chances to step 
forward in ways that feel true to who you are. 
 
Through my experiences, I’ve learnt that I’m at my best when I’m leading from the front and stepping up, 
supporting others, and taking responsibility when it matters. I’ve discovered that I’m more capable and resilient 
than I realised, and that leadership for me isn’t about being the loudest voice - it's about being dependable, 
thoughtful, and willing to grow. 
 
What advice can you give future aspiring student leaders?  
Leading by example is by far one of the most important things a leader can do. People pay far more attention 
to your actions than your words, so the way you show up sets the standard for everyone around you. When 
you work hard, stay positive, and hold yourself to a high level, others naturally follow. Great leadership starts 
with modelling the behaviour you want to see in others. 
 
Knowing what you know now, what message might you give your Year 9 self?  
I would tell Year 9 me to put myself out there and give everything a go! Because I entered high school as a 
Year 9 instead of a Year 7, it was easy for me to feel disconnected from my peers. Knowing what I know now, 
I would push younger me into trying things I was too intimidated to try like Kapa Haka. Stepping out of my 
comfort zone earlier would’ve helped me find my place sooner, but the experience also taught me important 
lessons about self-confidence. Kia māia young Molly, be brave! 
 
What are your plans and goals for life after school?  
After school, I would like to go to university for a Bachelor of Laws, although the university is undecided. I’d 
also like to continue my Te Reo Māori journey to hopefully reach fluency and further immerse myself in Te Ao 
Māori. To me, these goals lay a strong foundation for the kind of impact I want to make in the future. 
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Joe Jackson Head Boy 
 
What can you tell us about your journey through Kerikeri High School?  
I’ve been a student at Kerikeri High School since the very beginning of Year 7. My 
journey here has been one filled with support and opportunities to grow, and I am so 
grateful for the range of Cornerstones offered at Kerikeri High School that allow all of us 
here to become such well-rounded students. 
 
What do you enjoy most about your school, and what has been a particular 
highlight for you?  
What I enjoy most about our school is the feeling of inclusivity, everyone is welcome at 

Kerikeri High School and both students and teachers welcome diversity with open arms. For me, there are so 
many highlights it feels impossible to name one. My life at school has been heavily supported and influenced 
by my debating cohort, the values that learning to debate has taught me is something I will never be able to 
fully express my gratitude for. Debating has taught me to think critically, embrace a range of ideas and ways of 
thinking. Most of all debating has taught me to value the opinions and ideas of others. We all look at issues in 
a different light and learning how to listen to others’ ideas with kindness and patience has helped shape me 
into the person I am today. 
 
What does great student leadership look like to you and what have you learnt about yourself?  
To me great student leadership is being someone approachable, if students feel comfortable to approach you 
with ideas and issues, both school and personal, that to me is a sign you’re a great student leader, one people 
trust and can rely on to always deliver and make them feel valued. Over my time here I’ve learnt a lot about 
myself, I’ve learnt that I value the people I surround myself with more and more as times get tough. I’ve learnt 
to be resilient, and how to push myself even when I feel like I can’t go any further. 
 
What advice can you give future aspiring student leaders?  
Get involved. It almost feels like a cliche now, but I cannot express how important it is to surround yourself with 
a range of different skill and social groups. One of the best things you can do is make a range of friends and 
build a skillset that you can rely on in any situation. Remember to step up, feel the fear and do it anyway. Far 
too many leaders will never be, simply because they feared what people thought of them; people will judge 
regardless of what you do, so take the leap of faith and get involved. 
 
Knowing what you know now, what message might you give your Year 9 self?  
Simply, try hard. It is cool to try. Far too many people have forgotten that trying is the only way to get where 
you want to go. Try everything, even if it scares you. Try it. If it seems up your alley, try it. But most importantly 
have fun, surround yourself with people who will bring out the best in you and enjoy high school. 
 
What are your plans and goals for life after school?  
After school I want to see the world. I want to see the beautiful place we’re lucky enough to live on, meet new 
people and experience new cultures. Once I’ve experienced a range of cultures and lives, I want to return to 
New Zealand, attend the University of Canterbury and study law and philosophy. I want to work in corporate 
law, travel and grow as a person. 
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Willow Cochran Deputy Head Girl 
 
What can you tell us about your journey through Kerikeri High School? 
My journey at Kerikeri High School began in Year 7, in 2020. Becoming the small fish in a 
big pond was an intimidating challenge, but one that came with countless amazing 
opportunities and incredible people to meet along the way. As I explored the Four 
Cornerstones, leaving my comfort zone, I was able to discover the type of person I 
wanted to become and build the goals to reach that person.  
 
I am incredibly grateful to have been given such a broad scope of possibilities to involve 
myself in throughout the time at Kerikeri High School. Student Council Secretary, Science 

Competitions, Netball, the school trip to Spain, Duke of Edinburgh, and Badminton are just some of many 
diverse opportunities I was involved in through our kura. Throughout my time at Kerikeri High School, I have 
met so many amazing people that I have learned so much from, who have helped me become the person I am 
today.  
 
What do you enjoy most about your school, and what has been a particular highlight for you? 
I particularly admire the immense range of opportunities supplied to everyone attending Kerikeri High School. 
From Drama performances and band concerts to Science Fair and rugby, there are Cornerstones for 
everyone. This kura offers such a diverse range of activities that I thoroughly enjoyed exploring, connecting 
me with people I was able to develop meaningful relationships with.  
 
As someone who loves learning new things, a highlight for me was the Kerikeri High School trip to Spain. After 
raising the necessary funds over the months leading up to the trip and practising the language every day, 
travelling across the world to be emersed in a completely different culture was an unforgettable experience. 
This trip was a once in a lifetime experience and I am so grateful that Kerikeri High School provided me with 
such an opportunity.  
 
What does great student leadership look like to you and what have you learnt about yourself?  
Great student leadership comes in many forms, with no one path you need to take to become a leader. If you 
are the voice being heard or the hand guiding people to do their best, you are making a positive impact on 
those around you.  
 
To me, being a leader is not simply instructing a team, but learning to develop meaningful relationships with 
others through kindness and patience. I believe that creating a welcoming environment that allows everyone to 
grow without fearing judgement has the most significant impact on a team, and if you can do that, you are a 
great leader. In my experience, enthusiasm and communication while supporting each other in reaching a 
collective goal fosters an uplifting and hardworking environment which leads to more success than one person 
taking charge ever could.  
 
What advice can you give future aspiring student leaders?  
My advice would be to be unapologetically and authentically yourself and to make an effort to connect with 
people. Be genuine, be kind, and do your best to keep a positive outlook on every experience. A good leader 
embraces their unique strengths, pushing themselves to make the most of every day. You will find that people 
respond the most to those who work on themselves to achieve their goals while openly encouraging others to 
do the same. 
 
Knowing what you know now, what message might you give your Year 9 self?  
Stop stressing over little things. This perspective may come with time but do your best to see that people's 
opinions of you are not that important, and as long as you are trying your best, you will be fine. Trying to 
please everyone is impossible, so decide what values are most important to you and do your best to live by 
them without worry of the paths others take. In time you will see that it is good for everyone to be different, as 
we are all building our own lives, so be true to yourself.  
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What are your plans and goals for life after school?  
A driving passion of mine is to help others, which I plan to turn into a career after Medical School. After High 
School I want to become a Surgeon, helping others through some of the most difficult chapters of their lives, 
and making each step a little easier through the trust they can have in me. From travelling the world providing 
care to those without easy healthcare access to my training to become a doctor, I will do my best to be an 
altruist throughout my life.  
 
 
 

Dillan Blithe-Drake Deputy Head Boy 
 
What can you tell us about your journey through Kerikeri High School?  
I started in Year 7 after spending Years 5 and 6 at Riverview School. Before that I lived in 
a very small town just outside Whangārei where there were about 100 kids from Year 1 
to Year 8. My journey through school has been an extreme amount of fun as I have 
always tried my best to get out there and do new things and meet new people. My 
teachers have always been supportive of me and my learning; they have helped guide 
and shape my way through my school years. There were so many opportunities to 
become a better version of myself and express myself through different Cornerstones. 
 

What do you enjoy most about your school, and what has been a particular highlight for you?  
All the vast opportunities that are presented to everyone to give everyone a chance at everything. Some 
highlights from me would be - 1. The big sports tournaments we get to take part in. Whether that be Years 7&8 
AIMS games, Years 9&10 National Volleyball Tournament or Tournament Week. All of these I have been a 
part of, and they are great experiences to learn and challenge yourself. 2. Rockquest and Rock Week, These 
music competitions hold good memories and are a lot of fun with friends. 
 
What does great student leadership look like to you and what have you learnt about yourself?  
Great leadership to me is always being a shoulder to lean on for those who need one. Being a voice for those 
who don't have one. Having people’s best interest at heart and wanting to see them succeed. Great leadership 
to me is being someone who is uplifting and who tries their best to be inspiring for the people after them. A 
great leader is always positive and isn't easily persuaded if the odds are against them. Something I’ve learnt 
about myself is that I love to challenge myself. In every aspect of my life, whether that be school, sport, my job 
or just causally. I always feel that I can try my best to do better. 
 
What advice can you give future aspiring student leaders?  
To aspiring student leaders, my advice is to challenge yourself and step outside your comfort zone. The 
challenge doesn’t need to be difficult, it just needs to push you beyond what feels familiar. By doing this, you’ll 
develop skills you didn’t even realise you needed and build confidence along the way. Also just be yourself, 
that is the best person you can be. 
 
Knowing what you know now, what message might you give your Year 9 self?  
Make sure you do lots of activities, spend lots of time with friends and family. In the next coming years, you will 
get busy and won't have time for everything. Enjoy the activities and have fun while you do them. 
 
What are your plans and goals for life after school?  
After school I would like to go to AUT to study Physiotherapy. I’ll still do my smaller hobbies and continue my 
Mixed Martial Arts journey to possibly make it to a professional level. 
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