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Tū mai tōku maunga ko Pōkākā 

E rere atu nei te awa o Wairoa 

Riporipo tau ana ki te awa o ngā Rangatira 

Tiro kau atu ki te pā o Kororipo 

Raro nei i te mana o ngā tupuna 

Ko Hongi, ko Rewa, ko Tāreha 

Te marae ko Te Pou o Manakō 

Te kura ko Te Kerikeri 

Tīhewa mauri ora 

 

Standing majestically is my mountain Pōkākā 

Where the stream of Te Wairoa flows down 

Entering into the river of chiefs 

Swirling at the base of Kororipo Pā 

The ancestral fortress of Ngāpuhi 

Immortalised by Hongi, Rewa and Tāreha 

Our marae is Te Pou o Manakō 

Embraced by the school of Te Kerikeri 

Behold, the essential life force 
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Principal’s Message 

Kia ora koutou  

Last week, we were delighted to receive wonderful news from the Minister of Education 
that Kerikeri High School has been approved for funding for 12 brand-new replacement 
classrooms as part of a major modernisation upgrade. In addition, we have also 
received funding for an extension to our school car park, a sewage upgrade to support 
the new buildings, the demolition and removal of the prefabs beside the gymnasium that 
currently house our Mathematics Department, and a brand-new replacement hardcourt 
surface. This is exciting and significant news for our school community. 

In October last year, the Minister also announced that we would be receiving four new 
classrooms to accommodate our growing roll. While these developments are funded 
through separate programmes, together they will effectively see the construction of a 
new 16-classroom building which will house our Mathematics Department, on the site of 
our current courts.  We will then demolish the old prefabs and install a new hardcourt 
surface in their place, adjoining the gymnasium. This will open the middle of our school 
and provide us with even more options for Physical Education and other student 
activities. 

Also, currently underway but separate from both the roll-growth and modernisation 
projects, is the replacement of the three temporary classrooms that were demolished 
last year due to their poor condition. These three new classrooms will be located 
between the swimming pool and the gymnasium and are expected to be on site in the 
next few weeks.  

Schools of course are all about people, and bricks and mortar are not what gives a 
school it’s heart and culture.  Having said that, I’m confident that our students and 
teachers will benefit enormously from the provision of these new facilities, which are 
modern, will have great acoustics, have great lighting and be well-ventilated.  
Collectively these upgrades are significant and welcome and represent an important 
investment in the future of Kerikeri High School and the young people in our community. 

Nāku iti noa, nā 

 

 

 

Mike Clent 

Principal 
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Student Achievements 

Congratulations to Brianna Osborne (Year 13)  
who was accepted for Young Navigators 2026, part 
of the Lion Foundation Young Enterprise 
Scheme.  She was one of 36 Māori and Pasifika 
secondary school students from across New 
Zealand to attend the three-day programme in 
Auckland. The experience was designed to grow 
their entrepreneurial capability, confidence, and 
connections. 
 
Young Navigators is a unique, kaupapa Māori and 
Pasifika-led initiative that blends elements of YES 
with a startup weekend-style experience. The 
programme brings together rangatahi to 
collaborate, solve real-world business challenges, 
and learn from industry leaders and mentors.  
 
Throughout the programme, students took part in 
immersive workshops, team-based challenges, and 
mentoring sessions with business leaders, while 
also building strong connections with like-minded 
peers from around the country. 
 
Brianna was highly commended for the way she 
represented Kerikeri High School and Northland. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the Kerikeri High School Inline 
Hockey Team that placed 2nd at the NZSS 
Tournament held recently in Tauranga. 

 

Congratulations to the Kerikeri High School Squash 
players that competed in Whangārei recently. 
Braden Weight (Year 10) placed 1st. Bosco 
Robinson (Year 13) and Amalfi Robinson (Year 
11) placed 2nd. 
 
Congratulations to the Kerikeri High School 
students who competed in the NSSSA Golf 
Croquet Doubles Tournament last term. Amalfi 
Robinson (Year 11) and Skye Robinson (Year 
13) won the Tournament. 
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Kerikeri High School Elite 
Honours Awards 

Today we presented Kerikeri High School Elite 

Honours Awards to students at our special 

Assembly. Kerikeri High School Honours Awards 

recognise the ‘best of the best’ and are regarded as 

significant recognition of elite achievement and of 

the hard work, dedication, sacrifice and 

commitment required to reach these levels of 

attainment. Congratulations to these recipients who 

have been recognised across two of our Four 

Cornerstones; Academic, and Leadership with 

Service.  

 

Academic Honours 

NCEA Level 1 with Honours 

Pippa Sager, Isaac Sharp, Max Silich, Maddison 

Weight, Taylor Wright 

 

NCEA Level 2 with Honours 

Lucas Anderson, Isabelle Cannon, Willow 

Cochran, Pieter Du Plooy, Zoe Gvardijancic, 

Jessica Keil, Craig Wilson 

 

Leadership with Service Honours 

Molly Para (Head Girl), Joe Jackson (Head Boy), 

Willow Cochran (Deputy Head Girl), Dillan Blithe-

Drake (Deputy Head Boy)  

 

Congratulations to the following students who were 

recognised for achieving NCEA with Excellence. 

 

NCEA Level 1 with Excellence  

Ikaroa Armstrong Kingi, Iolanthe Byworth, 

Benjamin Collins, Olivia du Plooy, Jordana 

Glentworth, Katelyn Graham, Stella Lumkong, 

River Oszajca, Eva Steenkamp, Hawaiki Taituha 

 

NCEA Level 2 with Excellence  

Oliver Ashton, Zoe Fisher, Hannah Huddert, 

Lilly Hulse, Isabella McDonald, Hannah 

McGlinchey, Sienna Molloy, Molly Para, Salena 

Paul, Skye Robinson, Alecia Smythe, Yi Ming 

Sok, Luka Urlich 

Student Council 

Congratulations to the following students who were 
selected to be on the Kerikeri High School Student 
Council: Joe Jackson (Head Boy), Molly Para 
(Head Girl), Dillan Blithe-Drake (Deputy Head 

Boy), Willow Cochran (Deputy Head Girl), Will 
Anderson (Year 12), Lucas Bell (Year 13), 
Isabelle Cannon (Year 13), Zoe Fisher (Year 13), 
Nikara Holmes (Year 13), Whakahotu Marino 
(Year 13), Billie Pietersma (Year 13), Eleanor 
Richardson (Year 11), Pippa Sager (Year 12), 
Cornelie Sture (Year 13) and Maddison Weight 
(Year 12). 

Sports Roundup 

Levi Wood (Year 8) has been selected to compete 

in the NZ U13 Kiwi Blacks Inline Hockey Team in 

the USA during the next school holidays. 

 

Jaden-Lee Bosch (Year 12), Nixon Edwards 

(Year 12), Niko Frost (Year 12), Justin Peterson 

(Year 12) and Waina Te Pouakai (Year 13) 

competed in the Northland Swords U18 Rugby 

League 9's Team in the Regional Tournament over 

the Easter break in Rotorua. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chilli Edwards (Year 11) played in the U16 Girls 

Team and Eva Steenkamp (Year 12) played in the 

U18 Girls Team. 

 

Justin Peterson (Year 12) was part of the Under 

18 Boys Team competing at the New Zealand 

Rugby League National Youth 9’s and was 

awarded the overall MVP.  
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Isla Dawson (Year 11)  competed in the 

International Waterski and Wakeboard Federation 

Cable Wakeboard Nationals held recently at the 

Adrenaline Adventure Park in Hikurangi. Isla placed 

1st in the Under 18’s Women’s, and 3rd in the  

Open Women’s event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hawaiki Taituha (Year 12) (2nd from left) was one 

of four Te Tai Tokerau representative players to be 

selected to trial for the Aotearoa Māori Netball 

Secondary School Team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oakley Mapp (Year 10) was selected to play in the  

Northland U16 United Basketball Team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nikau Donaldson (Year 10) and Arama Smith 

(Year 9) were selected to play in the Northland U16 

Suns Basketball Team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kerikeri High School Netball 

The Netball season has got off to a really strong 

start for all teams. Kerikeri High School entered 22 

teams of 208 players from Year 7 to Year 13.  

 

Seven student coaches and 22 student umpires are 

supporting the teams with several new student 

umpires coming through. Thank you to Mrs 

Melissa Jurisich for her organisation of the teams.  
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We would like to also thanks those parents who 

have stepped up to coach or manage a team, your 

support is hugely valued. 

 

Sideline support for our players is always welcome 

and appreciated. To help keep the experience 

positive for everyone please ensure the support for 

our players and student umpires is encouraging 

and respectful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anzac Day Services 

The Anzac Day Dawn Service and the Civic 

Service were once again led by students from 

Kerikeri High School and Springbank School, with 

their leadership being warmly acknowledged by 

Kerikeri RSA Past President Mr Bill Godfrey. 

 

Our Prefect Team attended the Dawn Service, and 

Mr Clent and our Deputy Head Students laid a 

wreath on behalf of Kerikeri High School at both 

services. 

 

The Roll of Honour was read by Head Boy Joe 

Jackson, who also presented a speech at the Civic 

Service on the importance and relevance of Anzac 

Day. The Ode of Remembrance was read in Te 

Reo at both services by Head Girl Molly Para. 

 

Year 13 student Hunter McInnes played the 

bagpipes. 

 

The School Anzac Band of Amber Bloch-

Jorgensen (Year 12), Olivia Davison (Year 11), 

Maks Gvardijancic (Year 10), Tegan Kana (Year 

12), Braden McKay (Year 12) and Jack Mounter 

(Year 11) played the hymn and the National 

Anthems of New Zealand and Australia. Olivia 

Davison led the singing, and The Last Post and 

Reveille were played by Maks Gvardijancic. 

 

Thank you to Miss Kathryn Thomson, Mr John 

Bell and Mr Luke Bowring for their support of the 

band. 
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Our Kerikeri High School Anzac Day 

Commemoration was held at interval on Tuesday 

28 April. 

 

The Roll of Honour was read by Head Boy Joe 

Jackson, and he also shared his speech which he 

had presented at the Kerikeri Civic Service held on 

Anzac Day. The Ode of Remembrance was read in 

Te Reo and English by Head Girl Molly Para. The 

Last Post and Reveille were played by Year 10 

student Maks Gvardijancic, and Hunter McInnes 

(Year 13) played the bagpipes. 

 

Students and staff took part in the 

Commemoration, pausing for a minute's silence to 

honour those who have served in war and 

peacekeeping roles. 

PTA Work Day 2026 

Thank you to the students, whānau and local 

businesses that supported the PTA’s major 

fundraiser last Friday. Please encourage your 

child(ren) to bring their money to school as soon as 

possible so the PTA helpers can count and collate 

the money collected.  

 

Class prizes are awarded to the first Junior and 

Senior class with all their money in, winning a class 

movie event. There is also a prize for the class 

returning the highest percentage of money received. 

There is a free Non-Uniform Day on Wednesday 10 

June, for all students who return their Work Day 

money and envelope by the final date of Friday 29 

May. 

The decision about what to spend Work Day funds 

on, is made each year by the Student Council.   

Thank you to members of the PTA for their work in 

support of our kura. 

 

Pink Shirt Day 2026 

 

The spirit of Pink Shirt Day is to show that we do 

not accept any form of bullying, and to promote the 

values of manaakitanga and kindness. 
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The Student WAKA Team is leading the 

organisation of this year’s Pink Shirt Day at Kerikeri 

High School. Events include a bake sale, face 

painting, group photo, class competitions and 

more. Teachers have been given resources to use 

in class with their students, including some created 

by students. 

 

Friday 15 May is a day where students can wear a 

pink shirt/ t-shirt/ top or accessorise their uniforms 

with pink, supporting the kaupapa of Pink Shirt Day 

- tolerance, respect and acceptance of everyone. 

 

For students not wearing pink shirts, full school 

uniform needs to be worn. 

 

All money raised will be donated to Aotearoa 
Mental Health Foundation.  

Interact SAVE Club of Kerikeri 
High School 

Students from our SAVE Groups and members of 

the Rotary Club of Kerikeri attended a special 

ceremony marking the launch of the Interact SAVE 

Club of Kerikeri High School. 

 

Club President Mrs Dawn Laurenson addressed 

the students, staff members and Rotary guests; Mr 

Mitchell Brown spoke about his journey to 

becoming the Rotary District Governor, and Rotary 

member Mr Ben Perry presented certificates to the 

group of students who had championed the 

introduction of a school Interact Club. 

 

Mr Mike Clent, Principal, accepted the certificate 

which formally recognised the charter of the 

Interact SAVE Club of Kerikeri High School on 21 

April 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special acknowledgment of Miss Kate Crawford 

who leads the School's SAVE (Save All Valuable 

Environments) Groups and works tirelessly to 

introduce and encourage environmentally friendly 

practices in our school. 

SAVE Group 

Last month 39 Junior SAVE students completed a 

beach clean on Te Tii Bay beach and Paihia 

beach.  Anouk from Community, Business and 

Environment Centre came to help the students 

identify their rubbish so it could be entered into the 

Debris tracker app - a total of 472 items was 

removed from the beaches in less than two hours. 

Year 12 Geography Trip 

The annual trip for Year 12 Geography students to 

visit the Poor Knights Islands Marine Reserve off 

the east coast of Northland was made in perfect 

conditions. 
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Having studied the Bay of Islands marine 

environment in class, this trip allowed Year 12 

Geography students to experience a pristine 

Marine Reserve. Learning in class includes 

understanding the threat to the marine environment 

by the discovery of Caulerpa. During this Education 

Outside the Classroom trip, students were able to 

snorkel and swim in a healthy marine environment. 

 

 

School Policies 

All our school policies are publicly available and 
can be accessed here: Kerikeri High School 
Policies  
Our Community Username is: kerikerihigh 
And our Community Password is: waka 
 
Policies that are being reviewed in Term 2 are: 
- Daily School Bus 
- Education Outside the Classroom (EOTC)  
- EOTC Governance Roles and Responsibilities 
- EOTC Risk Assessment and Management 

School Photos 

We have been advised by Photolife that our school 
photos have been dispatched. Once they arrive at 
school, they will be handed out to students. 

Next Board of Trustees Meeting 

Our next Board of Trustees meeting will be at 
5.30pm on Wednesday 13 May, in the Boardroom. 

Next PTA Meeting 

Our next PTA meeting will be at 7.00pm on 
Wednesday 20 May, in the Staffroom. All are 
welcome. 

Upcoming Dates  

Board Meeting – 13 May 
Pink Shirt Day – 15 May 
PTA Meeting – 20 May  
King’s Birthday – 1 June 
Board Meeting – 10 June 
International Graduation – 3 July 
End of Term 2 – 3 July 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://kerikerihigh.schooldocs.co.nz/Logon.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f
https://kerikerihigh.schooldocs.co.nz/Logon.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f
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Kerikeri High School Communication 

To help our school community stay connected and 

informed, Kerikeri High School provides a range of 

official social media channels. These platforms 

share important updates, celebrate student 

achievements, and provide timely information for 

whānau. 

 

Kerikeri High School Facebook Page Facebook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kerikeri High School International Department - 

Instagram 

 

Kerikeri High School Careers Department - 

Instagram 

 

 

Kerikeri High School Sports Department - 

Instagram 

 

 

Kerikeri High School SAVE - Instagram 

 

 

Kerikeri High School Library - Instagram 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61585060991703
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The Uniform Shoppe Facebook page (this is not 

run by Kerikeri High School) 

 


